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University of Wyoming
George William Hopper Law Library

Finding a Case

Cases, or judicial decisions, are published in sets of books called reporters. To locate a case, you
will need a citation. A case citation consists of the name of the case, the volume number of the reporter,
the abbreviated name of the reporter, the page on which the case begins, and the year the case was

decided.

Example: Webster v. Reproductive Health Services, 109 S. Ct. 3040 (1989)

Below are the most common abbreviations for reporters, the name, the location of the reporter
within our library, and its coverage.

Abbreviation Name of Reporter Location Coverage

Federal Cases

U.S. United States Reports M-S-1 U.S. Supreme Court

5t Supreme Court Reporter M-S-1to 2 U.S. Supreme Court

L. Xl Lawyers' Edition M-N-2 U.S. Supreme Court

F. Federal Reporter M-S-2to 4 U.S. Circuit Courts of Appeal

F. Supp. Federal Supplement M-S-4 to 6 U.S. District Courts

F.R.D. Federal Rules Decisions M-S-5to 6 U.S. District Courts procedural
questions

State Cases (Regional Reporters)

A. Atlantic Reporter M-S-7 to 8 CT, DE, MD, ME, NH, NI, PA,
RL VT

N.E. Northeastern Reporter M-S-9 & 10 IL, IN, MA, NY, OH

N.W. Northwestern Reporter M-S-10 & 11 IA, MI, MN, ND, NE, SD, WI

P. Pacific Reporter M-S-12 to 14 AK, AZ, CA, CO, HI, ID, KS,
MT, NV, NM, OK, OR, UT,
WA, WY

S.E. Southeastern Reporter M-S-13 & 14 GA, NC, SC, VA, WV

So. Southern Reporter M-S-14 & 15 AL, FL, LA, MS

S.W. Southwestern Reporter M-S-15 & 16 AR, KY, MO, TN, TX

You may see a “2d” or “3d” following the reporter abbreviation. This indicates a new series.

When the volumes of a previous series reaches a certain number, a second series is started and
numbering of volumes for the new series begins over again at volume 1. It is important to look for the
series on the spine of the reporter in addition to the volume number.

The first series of all the regional reporters except the Pacific Reporter and some of the federal
reporters is in the basement. They are arranged on the shelves in the same order as they are on the main
floor, that is, Supreme Court cases, other federal cases, then regional reporters in alphabetical order. See
~ basement shelving ranges B-5 through B-11.



Sometimes a case is reported in more than one reporter. In that case there will be a parallel
citation separated by a comma.

Example: 97 Wash. 2d 317, 646 P.2d 113 (1982)

Usually the official state reporter appears first, followed by the regional reporter citation. Except
for United States Supreme Court cases and Wyoming cases, the Law Library does not have the state
reporter that appears in the first part of the parallel citation. Look for the case using the second part of
the parallel citation (646 P.2d 113 in the example above).

Case Name
If you have only the name of the case but no citation, use the Table of Cases at the end of the

digest set for your known jurisdiction. For older cases, you may have to look in both the Plaintift-
Defendant Table of Cases, which lists the Plaintiff first, and the Defendant-Plaintiff Table of Cases,
which lists the Defendant first. The digest set you use will depend on what court decided the case and
the time frame of the case. The Decennial Digest includes all published cases and is cumulated every
five to ten years. If you don’t have an idea of when your case was heard, you may have to sort through a
number of sets. Digest sets are located in the Reference area, M-N-1 to M-N-3.

For a Wyoming case, use the Table of Cases in the Wyoming Digest located on M-N-1. Follow
the same process and remember to check the pocket part in the back inside cover of the book.

For very recent court cases, or for assistance locating and using these resources, ask the librarian.

Searching for cases by topic

To find cases about a topic, it is often best to find cases by looking for articles in law journals. A
_ law journal article will not only explain the law and the cases, but also cite to cases in the footnotes.
These cases can then be looked up in the reporters. The digests also act as subject access to case law.
Generally it is best to look up the subject in the index to find where it is arranged within the set unless
you have a knowledge of legal terms.

Online Resources

LexisNexis, available through the UW Libraries online catalog under the Academic Universe
link, has a nice collection of case law searchable by citation, case name, or subject.

Other internet sources for cases are Findlaw, http:/findlaw.com; Legal Information Institute at
Cornell, http://www.law.cornell.edu; and Lexisone, http://www.lexis1.com. Most of these sites have
U.S. Supreme Court cases back to the 1800's or earlier. However, coverage of other courts is not
comprehensive, with the collection of most federal cases going back to mid-1990s. These sites will link
to state resources online for state cases. Coverage for state cases varies widely. For Wyoming Supreme
Court cases, see http://www.courts.state, wy.us.
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WWW Popular Legal Links

There are a number of other good legal portals available on the Internet. If you don’t like the four we have featured here, try
www.ilrg com; www.lexnotes.com; www. jurist. law.pitt.edu; http://gsulaw. gsu.edu/inetaindex ; or www legalengine. com

Resources |

Primary law: |
Administrative |
material, federal

Administrative

material, state

Constitutions, |

Statutes, and Bills
federal
Constitution,
Statutes, and Bills
slatc i
Court Opinions,
federal

Court Opinions,
state

Findlaw Cornell Emory | Washlaw
hitp-//findlaw. com f_ www Jaw comelledy ! hitpy/fwww law emory.eduferd/in www. washluw. edu
' | dex html

L ] 5 . [ ] . L
For agency decisions, see : Very useful Very useful
individual agencies ' _
Administrative decisions, see hitp:// www gpoaccess. goy/index. himl

hitp/Awww washlaw edw/doclaw/executivedm. himl: hitp:/Awww loc. govir/mews/fedgov. iml

L] i
See Jurisdictions link See Jurisdictions link Links to states Links to states

L] ® L ]
See also: htip://nwww supremecourtus gov/; for bills, lutp:.//thomas.loc. pov/
[ ] L ] .. [ ] . [ ]
See Jurisdictions link See Jurisdictions link Links to states Links to states
. [ ] [ ]
See also: hitp://uscode house gov/serach/criteria.shiml
.‘ L] 4 . [ ] . . - [ ]
See Jurisdictions link See Jurisdictions link Links to states Links to states

Sec also: www.courts.nel or ip://www statelocalgov. net/mdex. clin



Resources

Findlaw Cornell Emory Washlaw
hitp:/findlaw.com s law corell edu L htpesow Jaw emory edu/erd/in ww washlaw edu
' dex hunl

Other Materials: . ' proe=s . S .
Bar Associations = See For Law Students link - i See Practice Information link

See also http://www_abanei org/tech/ltre/lawlink/home/htm

See www bap10 uscourts. gov; www.abiworld.org ; www. bankrupteydata.com/rescarcheenter? him

Bluebook - " . | : .
- ! _ . See Directories, Journals See Practice Information
Briefs .

See also: hitp://www. bricfreporter.com; www.abanct.org/publiced/preview/bricls/home htil

hip://fusion.sims.berkeley edwbricfbank: http:/www. lawsource.com/also/usa.cgi’ush

Business

CLEs ; See Practice Information
Consent orders,
FTC See hitp://www. fic. gov/os
Consumer . v “

information See Public Link
See www bbb org: htip/www_ftc. gov/os; www,consumer. gov; http://attorneveceneral state wy, us/consumer. him

Copyright and . . e .

Patent : See www.uspto. gov: www.loc. gov/copyriglt




hitpr /Mindlaw com : www law comelledu wawn washlay edu

Court rules . ° ' « ! .
Sce individual court - ; Federal: for state, see : Federal, for state, see
links individual states { individual states

See also www lirx com/courtrules; for Tenth Circuit, see: www.cal(h uscourts gov/rules.clin; Wyoming
Bankruptcy Court www.wyb.uscourts.gov; www.llrx.com/courtrules

Dictionaries, legal . : . | .
Click Law About link

See also: http://www duhaime org/diction.lum, www lectlaw.com/def him
Directories, general _ .
ge See www . swilchboard . com;, www . infospace.com
Directories, legal . . °
See also: www martindale com

Ethics, Rules of : . i .
Professional See LI Topical Links to LII, Cornell
Conduct Libraries
Expert Witnesses ® | °
; Sec Practice Information

See also: www.experts,com, oF www expertpages com; www.morelaw.comn; hitp.//lawinfo.com

S I I TR e ST
Resources Findlaw Cornell n Washlaw



Resources Findlaw f Cornell - Emory j Washlaw
htip//Mindlaw com waw Jav corelledu http v law emory edw/end/in wuww washlawedu
dex himl

L] L]
Selected, see individual See Practice Information
legal topics i

See also: htip//www lexisone.cony/; hitp://fedforms,gov; www lawsource comv/also/usa/cgi?usi#x2q ;
www.ilrg.com/forms/index himl; www.washiaw.edw/lcgalforms: www kinsevlaw.conv/freestuff/Freeindex.him
For Wyoming District Court, see: www ck 10 uscourts, gov/wvoming/district/htmipages/forms-cyv. himl and
hitp:/Avww.ck 10 uscourts. gov/wyoming/districtvhtmlpages/forms-cr. html

L ]
See: Law by source

See alscr WIWW, fcd\\ orld 1._0\" Www.nara. gov; hitp/swww s convresources?. i
wnl; www firstgov.gov;
I!lu) ”\n la. GIL."“"O\ cr nmmif:,f\ links.shtml; hitp./f/www-lib.uwyo.cdu/subres/govdocs

Indian law/tribal o o ‘ - e

codes
See www. narlorg/nill/tribaldocs himl; www tribalresourcecenter.org; hittp:/thorpe.ou.cduy

e o _ sy
law/foreign law - includes international court
decisions

See also www hg org; hitp://www.loc. gov/law/guide/nations himnl; www worldlii.org; hitp//unbisnet.un.org;
www. law source.com/also; www.clown.c .']_ www niLorg/law; www.lib.umich edu/govdocs/forcons hiil;

www _lib.wnich.edw/govdocs/intl himi#ir




Resources

Jobs

Jury instructions

Jury verdicts

Law by subject

Law news

Law Revicws, full

text

Legislative
Materials

Municipal codes -

Patent

Findlaw Cornell : Emory 3 Washlaw
hitp/indlaw com o hupdfwwn faw emory eduferd/in www washlaw edu

dex hunl

www law corelledu

See also: www lawjobs.com or www.nationjob.com/lcgal

See www.netlizard. com/vourtaw/jurvinstructions.htm; http:/www lrx, com/columns/reference38 him

See htip://www.morelaw.coni; hitp:/Awvww . verdictsearch. com/mews/verdicts/

S - e s : - | -
[ ] . .. \ [ ] . ! . .
Selected Selected Selected Selected
L ] ; ® L
See Law by Source link

See also: www gpo .gov/index. himl; hitp://thomas loc. gov/

L ]
See Jurisdictions link
See also: www.municode.com; www stalelocalpov. net/index.cfin; hitp./municipalcodes lexisnexis.com

See hitp://www usplo. gov




el
Resources Findlaw Cornell Emory Washlaw

Lty //Tindlaw com www faw cotnel] edu hittp//waaw law emory edwerd/m waww, washlasy edu

dex himi

Presidential papers ° ° | ° .
See Federal Register link | Proclamations and Orders,
See Law by Source,
White House

Sec also: www.gpoaccess. gov/index html

Public records ) . , .
See also: hitp://www searchsystems.net; http://www.brbpub, com/pubrecsites.asp;
| www publicrecordfinder.com/
Search engines ! .
See: www.google com; www altavista.com; www.vahoo.com
Search engines,
government See www.google. com/unclesant, www.scarchgov coin
Securities ! ° ° °
See www. scc.gov; www.scc gov/edpar shiml; hitp://sccurities stanford.edu ;
www,scelaw.com/bluesky. him; www . hoovers.com
Self-help .
See Public link  See www.nolopress com; www. findlaw com; www legalengine com; www frecadvice cony;
for financial recovery hiip://vwww myvesta.org
Social Security . .
See Public link . Sec Social Security
Library
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Resources

Statistics, federal
government

Statistics, world -

Support personnel '

Taxation ; -

Findlaw _ Cornell Emory

kg //indlaw.com : www law comnelledn hitp Awaw law eniony edwerd/in

us.gov; www fedstats.gov/regional html; hitp:/www bls.gov;
/govdocs/statsnew himl

See: www.odci, gov/cia/publications/factbook

= | . _ o
See Practice Information

See http://lawinfo.com; www.adhoclegal.cont, www legalink .com

Selected

See also: www.law upenn.edudibrary /ulc/ule htm; http://Awww . necust. org/update/
aw upenn.edu/iibrary ful JIWWIT E/ug

Washlaw

www washlaw edu




University of Wyoming

UW Homepage

UW College of Law

UW College of Law Library
'UW Libraries

Wyoming State and local

Laramie municipal code

Wyommg government and directory
Wyoming State Agencies Rules and
Regulations

Wyoming State and Public Librarics
Wyoming State Bills

Wyoming State Home Page
Wyoming State Law Library
Wyoming Statutes

Wyoming Supreme Court Opinions

: http://egqualitystate,

Ewww. uwyo.edu

i LI\\;ldn‘ln\\ ch.uwyvo edu/lan
| 11\\4dn‘m\u,h uwyo. Ldll lm 1121

waw- Ilh UWYO. udu

IltIp_Hnmm_L_p ilcodes lexisnexis. cony mdi:k I.mmm

| SOsWY.state wy uvruiuu frules. htm

www-ws| state wy us

legisweb state.wy.us

\\ yvoming _g(‘l\

E_L,'-_ES}.E_L_-h..-__-‘t[dlL M _.tletllk__-_.»

WWW. COoUrts. state. Wy us

_si.(_.ll_t?é.-h_llll




